THE WORSHIP OF GOD
Reformation Sunday — Commitment Sunday

The Worship of God begins with the Opening Voluntary.
As you enter, pause for a moment to become aware of God'’s presence.

October 27, 2019 Eleven o’clock in the morning

MEDITATION

May we, your church, be humble in serving you each day,
for pride will never help us to walk your kingdom-way.
May we know your forgiveness—our need for mercy, too—
that, loved and loving others, our life may be in you.
—C.W. Gillette

LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES Julia Shelton and David Cipolletti
VOLUNTARIES Concerto in A minor, BWV 593 Antonio Vivaldi
Arr. J. S. Bach

L (Allegro) - II. Adagio

INTROIT Humphrey Clucas

Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips.

Choir: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.

Cantor: O God, make speed to save us.

Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us.

Cantor:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen.

Cantor:  Praise ye the Lord.

Choir: The Lord’s Name be praised.

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN 260 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God EIN’ FESTE BURG

*CALL TO WORSHIP Rev. Dr. David Breckenridge

Pour out your Spirit upon us as we gather, God of our salvation:

So your grace might strengthen us for service;
So your peace might calm our troubled souls;
So your hope might mend our broken hearts.

You poured out your life that we might be filled with the gift of salvation.

You humbled yourself that we might be raised to eternal life.
Take hold of our hands, Servant of the world,
so we might cross the finish line together.

You are in our midst, Spirit of wholeness.

You enable us to cling to faith,

when hope runs through our fingers like sand.

You open the gateways of our hearts morning and evening,
that we might sing our praises with all creation.

*INVOCATION AND OUR LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses

As we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Please stand if you are able

RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Psalm 84:1-7 (pp. 472-473)
Michelle Harman-Gulick
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA PATRI HYMN 579

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be
World without end. Amen. Amen.

*GOSPEL LESSON

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ.

Luke 18:9-14 (p. 853)

ANTHEM Cry Out and Shout Knut Nystedt

Cry out and shout, ye people of God!

The Lord is strength and song!

Therefore with joy shall ye draw water from the wells of salvation.
Cry out and shout, ye people of God!

DECLARATION OF COMMITMENT  Russell Sumner, Stewardship Co-Chair
Martha Day Dumas, Stewardship Co-Chair

Today we recommit ourselves to learning, serving, and worshiping together
as River Road Church. Today we renew our promises with God and with
one another, including our promise to give generously to God’s work in and
through our church.

In that spirit, with thanksgiving we lift up our giving pledges for next
year. We do so not to boast in our material blessings, but to express
gratitude to our loving and generous God.

We know that today is not simply about pledges, for we celebrate the
numerous ways we seek to commit ourselves to God.

We recommit ourselves to walking together as the beloved people of
God.

We recommit ourselves to God’s work of justice in a deeply divided world.
We are called to know and love God, nurture each other, and welcome all
people in the name of Jesus Christ.

Today we reaffirm our hope for our church—a home for the weary
traveler, a place of welcome for the poor, a comfort for the distressed, a
place of salvation for the sinner, a loving family for young and old—for
the good of all and the glory of God.

As individuals, we make these promises to River Road Church as a whole:

I commit to participate regularly, because my presence here matters. I
promise to share in service to our community and our world, because
the world needs a sign of God’s hope. I promise to support the
congregation through my gifts of time and money, because my gifts
make a difference. I promise to love my neighbors, even when we don’t
agree, because we all have a place at the table.

Together as a congregation, we make promises to each individual member:

We promise to be a church where all are welcome. We promise to use
our gifts wisely. We promise to create safe spaces where we can wrestle
with the hard questions of life. We promise to provide opportunities to
worship, learn, and serve. We promise to bear witness to God’s love for
this world.

Together with the prophet Jeremiah we proclaim with one voice:

The Lord will be our God, and we will be God’s people!

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT Rev. Marnie Fisher-Ingram

*HYMN OF DEVOTION 301 Lord Jesus, Think on Me SOUTHWELL
*OFFERTORY SENTENCES Sandy Rooney
ANTHEM AT OFFERTORY O How Amiable Ralph Vaughan Williams

O how amiable are thy dwellings: thou Lord of hosts! My soul hath a desire and
longing to enter into the courts of the Lord: My heart and my flesh rejoice in the
living God. Yea, the sparrow hath found her an house, and the swallow a nest where
she may lay her young: even thy altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God.
Blessed are they that dwell in Thy house: They will be alway praising thee. The
glorious Majesty of the Lord our God be upon us: prosper thou the work of our
hands upon us. O prosper thou our handiwork.

O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home.
—From Psalms 84 and 90

*PRESENTATION OF OFFERINGS Doxology, HYMN 592

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Children in grades 1-3 may meet Mrs. Sandy Rooney
at the front of the Sanctuary, on the pulpit side, to continue worship in the Chapel.

SERMON The Tax Man’s Testimony Rev. Dr. Daniel Glaze

TIME OF REFLECTION AND RESPONSE

If you desire to become a member of River Road Church, you are invited
to come forward to the chancel steps at this time, and our pastor will meet you.

*RECESSIONAL HYMN 551 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
ST. GEORGE’S WINDSOR

*BENEDICTION
EXTINGUISHING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES

VOLUNTARY III. Allegro (from Concerto in A minor) Vivaldi/Bach

TODAY THE CHURCH CELEBRATES REFORMATION SUNDAY

Today marks the occasion in 1517 when Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses on the
church door in Wittenberg, Germany. For River Road’s celebration of Reformation
Sunday, we will open worship with the singing of Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott (A
Mighty Fortress is our God), penned by Martin Luther himself. The Voluntaries are
arrangements by J.S. Bach, who himself was a musician for several German Protestant
churches. Today we celebrate a Church that, with God’s help, in the words of Karl
Barth, is “always reforming.”




WELCOME TO RIVER ROAD CHURCH! Our congregation is an open fellowship
gladly receiving those who wish to share in its life and community by request for baptism,
statement, or transfer from another church. If you desire to become a member, you are
invited to come forward during the Time of Reflection and Response, or speak with a
minister at any time.

WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS! We hope you feel especially welcome among us.
During the Ritual of Friendship portion of our service, you will hear about upcoming
opportunities and ministries as well as expressions of concern. In these moments, please
locate and sign the friendship register in the maroon guestbook, passing it along your
row. You are asked to offer some contact information so that we might further welcome
you. Take notice of those who sign in around you, that you might greet one another
following the service.

TO ENHANCE WORSHIP FOR CHILDREN, age-appropriate children’s bulletins and
pencil pouches are in the narthex (foyer at the back of the Sanctuary).

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in honor of our family,
Doug and Tricia Bagby, Bryn and Nathan Taylor, and our grandchildren Meredith,
Luke, and Will by Dan and Janet Bagby.

THE RECEPTION AFTER WORSHIP is held in the Fellowship Hall. It is hosted by
deacons Sarah Collier, Gene Harris, Elizabeth Holland, and Bonnie Livick. Everyone
is invited to attend, especially our guests in worship today.

CONGRATULATIONS to Oliver and Bonnie Way on the birth of their grandson,
Michael Sheff Way, born on October 17 to Barrett and Jessi Way.

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is expressed to the family and friends of Courtney Bunn
upon her death on October 22. Visitation will be held at Bennett Funeral Home
(Cutshaw Ave.) on Tuesday, October 29, 6:00-8:00 p.m., and a memorial service will
be held at Bennett Funeral Home on Wednesday, October 30 at 11:00 a.m. with
graveside service and reception following.

SANCTUARY VIDEO OPERATORS are needed to record worship services and
special events. Interested children and youth in 5th grade and up are welcome to
volunteer, too! Training will be provided on Sunday mornings. Please contact
Cassandra Ducca (cducca@rrch.org) if you are interested in learning the video system.

Take a Night to Reconnect: Date Night for Couples
Friday, November 8, 6:30-9:00 p.m.

Couples will gather at church and receive some fun and interesting questions for your
discussion during the evening. During this November date night, questions will focus
on your shared past and story. After we welcome you, provide your questions, and
open in prayer, you are free to go. Each couple may spend the time wherever they
choose. Take a walk, eat out, go to a favorite spot... enjoy some time talking together.
Childcare is available, by request, for $5 per child. Sign up at rrcb.org/datenight to
let us know if you will attend and indicate if you need childcare.

Veterans Day Celebration Luncheon
Monday, November 11, 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall

For all who have generously served the people of our country, along with your
guest(s), we are hosting a luncheon celebration: preschoolers will welcome you,
Iunch will be enjoyed together, devotional time with Retired Army Chaplain Rev.
Todd Combee, and patriotic favorites played by Rev. Paul Honaker. Reservations are
required and lunch is $9/person (cash or check to RRCB with veterans lunch in the
memo). Lunch will include soup, sandwich, beverage, and dessert. RSVP by calling
the church office or at rrch.org/vetlunch.

Sun, October 27 Reception, 12:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Nominating Committee, 12:15 p.m., LC 102
Safety Committee, 12:15 p.m., LC 104
River Road Camerata, 4:15 p.m., Main Rehearsal Room
Chancel Bell Choir, 5:00 p.m., Bell Room
Youth Choir, 5:00 p.m., Youth Rehearsal Room
Youth Snack Supper, 5:45 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Adult Bible Study: Soul Feast, 6:00 p.m., UC 232
Youth Program, 6:15 p.m., Youth Area

Mon, October 28 Women’s Bible Study: Joyful Hearts, 9:30 a.m., UC 228
River Road Preschool Fall Family Night, 5:30 p.m.,
Lower Commons

Tues, October 29 Watercolor 101 Class, 6:30 p.m., Assembly Room

Wed, October 30 Men’s Group: The Huddle, 8:00 a.m., Reception Room
River Road Camerata, 4:30 p.m., Main Rehearsal Room
Stephen Ministry, 4:30 p.m., Parlor
Wednesday Night Dinner, 5:15 p.m., Fellowship Hall
TFC-Kids: Pre-K to 5th Grades, 5:45 p.m., UC 228
Cherub Choir, 6:15 p.m., UC 232
Carol Choir, 6:15 p.m., Youth Rehearsal Room
Crusader Choir, 6:15 p.m., Main Rehearsal Room
TFC-Adults and Youth, 6:15 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 7:30 p.m., Main Rehearsal Room

Thurs, October 31 Yoga, 5:45 p.m., Assembly Room

Fri, November 1 Fall Youth Retreat, 5:30 p.m., Camp Crossroads in
Lowesville, VA—returns Nov. 3

Sat, November 2 Chancel Choir All Saints’ Rehearsal, 10:00 a.m.,
Sanctuary

Today is Commitment Sunday
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DIFference at River Road Church! We encourage you
to be in prayer, thinking about how you can commit to
River Road Church in 2020. Pledge cards are available \év
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Thoughtful Faith Community — Wednesday, October 30, 4:30-7:00 p.m.

Dinner, 5:15-6:15 p.m., Fellowship Hall

Halloween Menu: Boo-gundy Braised Beef OR Cheese-Stuffed Coffins, Candy
Corn, Bloody Beets & Potatoes, Witch’s Hat Cookies

Kids Entrée: Zombie Mac n Cheese

River Road Camerata, 4:30-5:15 p.m., Main Rehearsal Room

TFC-Kids, 5:45-6:15 p.m., UC 228: Gratitude Activity

Cherub Choir, 6:15-6:45 p.m., UC 232: preschool and kindergarten

Carol Choir, 6:15-7:00 p.m., Youth Rehearsal Room: 1st and 2nd grades
Crusader Choir, 6:15-7:00 p.m., Main Rehearsal Room: 3rd-5th grades
TFC-Adults and Youth, 6:15-7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall:

The Blessings of Gratitude with Marnie Fisher-Ingram, Anna Miller, and Sandy Rooney

RIVER ROAD CHURCH, BAPTIST
8000 River Road  Richmond, Virginia 23229
804.288.1131 « www.rrcb.org

PASTORAL LEADERSHIP

Daniel E. Glaze, D.Min., Pastor
F. David Breckenridge, D.Min., Minister of Pastoral Care
Marnie L. Fisher-Ingram, M.Div., Associate Pastor for Youth and Their Families
Robert P. Gallagher, D.M.A., Minister of Music
Daniel H. Ingram, M.Div., Minister of Administration
Anna Perry Miller, M.A.C.E., Associate Pastor for Adult Discipleship
Sandy K. Rooney, M.Ed., Minister to Children and Their Families

James H. Slatton, Th.D., Pastor Emeritus Michael J. Clingenpeel, Ph.D., Pastor Emeritus
E. Carl Freeman, Jr., Mus.B., Minister of Music Emeritus
Chester L. Phelps, Jr., M.A., Minister of Youth Emeritus



